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At its meeting in October 2008, the Board of SCBPMM approved 
grants for two new non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in 
the Philippines:  Child and Family Services Philippines Inc. 
(CFSPI) and the Archbishop Gabriel M. Reyes Memorial 
Foundation Inc. (AGMRMFI).  This brings SCBPMM’s partners to 
six organizations. 
 
The CFSPI grant of $4,075 supports the feeding program and 
milk supplement for malnourished children and provides training 
and medical assistance for partner families and children enrolled 
at the Nurturing Great Families program in Baguio City and 
Naguilian, La Union, in the northern part of the Philippines. 
 
The AGMRMFI was granted $8,216 to support a health and 
nutrition project in response to the urgent needs of 185 families in 
Aklan whose homes and properties were destroyed by Typhoon 
Frank in June 2008.  At least 50 children of the affected families 
are to be provided one nutritious meal four times a week for one 
year. At least 100 adults, parents, and single persons are to be 
trained on adequate nutrition, wholesome health care and 
sanitation practices, reproductive health and fertility 
management, responsible parenthood, and environmental 
preservation. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Archbishop Gabriel M. Reyes 
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Excerpts taken from Mr. Bill Hilf’s blog on September 29, 2008. 
 
About six months ago I sent an email to Childhope Asia asking how I 
might be able to help their efforts with the street children of the 
Philippines.  My first experience with street kids and basketball was in 
Cebu, Philippines, so I was exploring how we could do something 
bigger for many children in the Philippines.  Childhope Asia is based in 
Manila and focuses exclusively on programs and services to educate, 
protect, counsel, and assist children living on the street in the greater 
metro Manila area.  Childhope was excited by the opportunity and 
together with my colleagues from Microsoft Philippines, we started to 
craft the agenda for the sports festival.  
 
As the sponsor for the event, High Five Hope quickly had to work with 
the folks in Manila to get the project rolling.  After funding and ensuring 
the agenda was strong, we in Redmond worked with the local Manila 
team to get the basketballs ordered (I wanted every kid to get a new 
basketball), the medals and trophies created, the food planned, etc.  
Childhope Asia worked on the non-trivial logistics of arranging an arena 
and transportation for hundreds of street children from across Manila.  
There were numerous challenges along the way, but the teams were all 
motivated by making sure we had a great day planned for the kids.  
 
Partnering with Childhope Asia allows our themes and lessons of 
sportsmanship, health, confidence and teamwork carry on long after the 
sports fest.  My sincerest thanks to Ms. Silva, executive director of 
Childhope Asia and her entire staff for helping make this a truly 
successful event.  These folks are remarkable, inspirational humans 
who work with extremely needy children, who suffer from all sorts of 
psychological and physical abuse and health issues.  And sincere 
thanks to team Microsoft Philippines who helped from early 
coordination and planning to participating in the Sports Fest, including 
assistant coaching.  I'm proud of my colleagues, but moreover I'm 
honored to have you as friends- you are making a real difference. 
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http://www.childhope.org.ph/ 
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http://www.anawim.com.ph/ 
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On December 6, 2008, St. Charles Borromeo’s Benedict Hall 
hosted the third annual SCBPMM Christmas Caroling and Sing-
Along.  
 
The SCBPMM 
carolers, composed of 
St. Charles Borromeo 
parishioners and 
SCBPMM friends, 
began practicing in 
early November for 
the Christmas 
Caroling event.  
Gleefully singing 
English and Tagalog 
Christmas medleys, 
the carolers serenaded over 100 people.  Solo performances by 
Neil Austriaco, Mary Estacion, Mingging Ordoveza, Michele Gil, 
and Steve Natrella elicited additional applause from the audience.  
St. Charles Borromeo’s pastor, Fr. Gerry Creedon, joined in the 
festivities and performed on his mandolin.  Ms. Michelle Gil later 
joined her group, the Veni, Veni, Emmanuel Quartet, in an a 
cappella rendition of “In The Bleak Midwinter.”  Special thanks 
goes to Ms. Evelyn Vicente, our musical director who patiently led 
and organized the choir. 
 
The fundraising night raised $1,600 and PMM would like to thank 
everyone who volunteered and was able to participate in the 
event. 
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St Charles Borromeo Philippine Medical Mission (SCBPMM) 
raised over $32,000 in cash and in kind donations for the 
calendar year 2008.  However, due to large cash deposits at the 
end of 2007, we were able to distribute $66,288 to our partners in 
the Philippines:  

• $ 13,580   FOLPMI  
• $ 30,758   CHAP  
• $   7,866  AGMRMFI 
• $   4,825   RNDM  
• $   4,075  Child and Family Services 
• $   1,000  The Aklan St. Niño Filipino Catholic Ladies Assoc 
• $      375   ANAWIM  
 
Since its creation in 2006, the Celia Coronado Endowment Fund 
has grown to $12,137. 

SCBPMM would like to thank all of our generous donors and 
dedicated volunteers for their continued support. 
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By Marga Ramirez  
 
The Medical and Dental Mission for the Dumagats in Bulacan 
opened my eyes to how far PMM’s financial aid is helping 
humanitarian organizations in the Philippines. In this particular 
outreach program, the Foundation of Our Lady of Peace Mission, 
Inc. (FOLPMI) carried out their task successfully providing 
healthcare to the country’s less fortunate people.   
 
On the day of the medical mission, May 24, 2008, I left Manila at 
around 4:30 in the morning.  I arrived at the foot of the mountain 
going to Hilltop, Norzagaray, Bulacan at 5:30 a.m.  It took me 
almost an hour going up the mountain through a zigzag road to 
reach the medical mission team’s meeting place at the National 
Commission of Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) Office.  From the 
NCIP Office, the team headed to the Angat River watershed 
where the boat going to the actual site was waiting.  The boat ride 
was an hour long.  After the boat ride, a 10-minute mountain trek 
finally led us to the place where our indigenous brothers and 
sisters, the Dumagats, gathered and waited for us. 
 
After traveling the whole morning just to reach the site where the 
medical and dental mission was held, I realized how it is 
ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE for people living in areas like the Angat 



  

River to get proper healthcare without organizations going to their 
places to help them.  While I was there I saw in the happy smiles 
of the Dumagats how grateful they were to the kindness of 
concerned groups like PMM and FOLPMI who try to help in the 
best way they can.  During this particular experience, I strongly 
felt that PMM’s support has gone a long way from the time PMM 
made a decision to make a valuable contribution towards the 
betterment of the quality of lives of others though healthcare.  I 
hope and pray that PMM will continue to have the will to 
strengthen their commitment to provide healthcare to far flung 
areas in the Philippines because there are indeed a lot of our 
brothers and sisters waiting out there for our much needed love 
and care.�
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